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When Siva gets distinguished as a Sarana
Basava serves him as a devotee.
If the Lord himself appears as a devotee
Basava becomes his servant.
Lord knows Basava and
Basava knows the Lord.
One may attain in succession
Sdlokya, samipya and sarupya
And finally the sayujya state;
But can he ever become Lord Basava?
In Basava Puranamu, Somanatha compiled anecdotes about numerous devotees of the
by-gone age and also of Basaveswara's times. Each one was a type by himself or herself
- men and women, young and old, learned and illiterate, Somanatha had brought out their
divine love for Siva in all its subtlety. For example, there was Bezza Mahadevi, who felt sad
that Siva had no mother and volunteered to take that place. Somanatha could not restrain
himself from furnishing a detailed account of her anguish. She says to herself:
Strange that Siva had all but a mother!
Without a mother, how could he be born!
Alas! perhaps she was dead and gone*
Was I not put to a great distress
On account of the loss of my dear mother?
Would his mother, if alive,
Allow him to become an ascetic?
Would his mother, if alive
Allow him to drink poison?
Would his mother, if alive
Allow him to wear hides?
Would a mother ever permit him
To wear serpents as ornaments?
Would a mother ever permit him
To cover his body with ashes?
Would a mother let her son beg?
Would a mother let her son live in a grave-yard?
He came to all this because he was motherless*
A mother would have breast-fed and served
Milk and butter, watching his appetite.
When he grew so high without a mother
Would he not have grown greater
If he had his mother?
She would have cared for him
Through marriage, festival and festivities,
Though a male child, he still needs a mother.
Well, I shall be his mother and care for him,